PREFACE TO THE RE-PRINT
THE story of the life and labours of the pioneers of the national
movement in our country should be a source of pride and inspiration
to every Indian. In the face of the hostility of large sections of the
educated classes and the indifference of the masses, they fought with
courage and determination to end the political domination and
economic exploitation of India by an all powerful Raj, and created
the awakening which set her on the road to self-government.
With the emergence of Mahatma Gandhi on the political scene, a
new chapter of British Indian history opened, and all that had gone
before appeared to lose its significance. The memory of the men
who had laboured so long for India's political emancipation began
to fade fast, and to the public mind it seemed as if the fight for
freedom, had really started with the Gandhian era." It seemed sad
that the past should be so forgotten, but in a way it was inevitable,
Of late, however, there has been a welcome change of outlook
and a revival of interest in the earlier stages of the struggle for
freedom, beginning with the Seventies of the last century. The
movement which began with Dadabhai Naoroji and was carried to a
triumphant conclusion by Gandhiji is being seen as a continuous
process of evolution, and some well-written biographies of the older
generation of leaders have come out, in response to a growing public
demand. When, therefore, the Asia Publishing House offered to
re-print my biography of Pherozeshah Mehta, I readily consented.
The book, now appearing in one volume, is a reproduction of
my Biography of Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, published in 1921, barring
a little condensation and such changes in the language as appeared
to me to be called for. I have made no attempt to view the men and
events of the time in the light of the revolutionary changes that
have since taken place.
In preparing the re-print, I have been greatly assisted by Mr. T. V.
Parvate, a well known author, who has written excellent bio-
graphies of Tilak, Gokhale and Ranade. He has gone through the
text of the two volumes with commendable thoroughness and made